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L.ocal 1eaders convene at Business

STORY AND PHOTO
BY DEREK KIRK

MONTICELLO — There is
a lot to talk about when it
comes to the many facets
of healthcare within Sullivan
County, including the more
business-sided aspects. To
tackle some of these topics,
a panel of local leaders who
are familiar with the health-
care sector recently gathered
to answer questions from
the community.

The Business of Healthcare
Forum was jointly hosted by
the Sullivan County Cham-
ber of Commerce and the
Sullivan County Partnership
for Economic Development
at the Kartrite Resort and In-
door Waterpark on Decem-
ber 13.

The seven panelists were
introduced by the ques-
tion-and-answer emcees
and hosts of the health-
care highlight event - Sul-
livan County Chamber of

Commerce President Jaime

Schmeiser and Sullivan
County Partnership Presi-
dent Marc Baez.

Sponsors of the event.in-.

elist: introduced

Seven panelists participated in the Business of Healthcare Forum hosted by Sullivan County Cham-
ber of Commerce and Sullivan County Partnership at the Kartrite Resort on December 13.

tions at Garnet Catskills, El-
lenville Regional Hospital’s
Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer Ashima
Butler, President & CEO Ste-
ven Kelly, and Director of
Human Resources and Mar-
keting Keith Edwards.

Also present were Assem-
blywoman Aileen Gunther,
Sullivan County Health
and Human Services Com-

missioner John Liddle, and

Chief Operating Officer of
New Hope Community, Inc.,
Karen Russell.

Before answering any

questlons, each of the pan-

various aspects of healthcare
in Sullivan County sparked
a handful of questions that
were recognized, discussed
and answered by members
of the panel. These inquiries
included sentiments on the
changes that the healthcare
world has faced in recent

years, who or what is dnvmg

the healthcare industry,
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gest recent changes in the
healthcare field.
Vice-President of Oper-

‘ations at Garnet Catskills

Jerry Dunlevy told the crowd
that the future is starting to
evolve for healthcare in Sul-

livan County after retellmg
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HEALTHCARE: Forum

Assembly in the near future
thzlxt ‘would alter the legality
of ‘pill presses’ within the re-
glon, aimed to help protect
Sullivan County residents
from deadly drugs, like fen-
tanyl.
Sullivan County Health
aqd Human Services Com-
missioner John Liddle said
he is optimistic for the future
ofemergency mental health-
care. Liddle noted not only
the work that’s been com-
pleted alongside Dutchess
and Ulster counties in the
attempts to better the ser-
vices provided, but also the
connections and notations
between the number 911 for
physical medical emergen-
cies, and 988, which is now
registered nationally as the
Suicide and Crisis Lifeline.
The next question relayed
by Baez was “who is driving
healthcare decisions today
and in the future, medical
professions or insurances?”
Ellenville Regional Hospi-
tal President & CEO Steven
Kelly said that the role of
insurance is to spread risk,
which is often being put back
onto the patients. With this
comes higher co-payments,
deductibles, and premiums.
He goes on to say that these
are some of the driving de-
ciders for many patients in
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their journey to seek out care
in the healthcare world.

“That is an area that needs
to be looked at,” Kelly said.
“Particularly with the larger
for-profit insurance compa-
nies that have been extraor-
dinarily profitable.”

The following question
pertained to local pharma-
cies and their role in the
healthcare process. Do they
have a future considering in-
surance providers push for

addresses industry topi

online and direct mail alter-
natives?

Dunlevy said that family
owned and local pharmacies
are an extremely import-
ant part of rural health, but
that they are not immune
from what is happening
with larger pharmacies and
e-commerce.

He offered possible basic
solutions in which local
pharmacies could persist
against the competition by
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¢s and community concerns

considering diversification
or investing in new options
for innovation.

“The national chains have
really started to penetrate
in terms of primary care,”
Dunlevy said. “I just think a
cautionary tale with regard
to e-commerce is if you look
at Amazon Health...[which]
is failing ... I don’t know that
€-commerce or the big box is
always the best option.”

Baez then asked a ques-
tion regarding demograph-
ics. He inquired on how we
can provide good healthcare
to senior and elder citizens
that will allow them to main-
tain their independence via
living situations and trans-
portation. He asked if there
1s a lack of this autonomy?

Kelly said that for seniors,
there must be programs that
will help them manage in-
flation, among other issues
that affect the elderly com-
munity.

After opening up the floor
to the crowd, one attendee
inquired on what is currently
being done to change the
perception of Sullivan Coun-
ty’s healthcare sector, stating

that some in need of medical
services would either choose
or recommend an outside
medical institution rather
than one in Sullivan County.

Panel members responded
that the county needs to
fight the downplaying of the
skills, technology, and med-
ical prowess of those insti-
tutions in Sullivan County,
with negative self-talk and
a defeatist attitude being
major blockers of forming
trust.

Sullivan struggles
One major issue that was
nearly universally shared
from each of the panelists
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representing the various
healthcare organizations
was the ongoing struggle
with finding and maintain-
ing healthcare employees
and staff all around the na-
tion and the region. :

Additionally,  Sullivan
County’s struggle with a
dense amount of drug use
and over availability has
contributed to the coun-
ty’s consistently low health
ranking of 61 out of 62 in all
of New York State.

It was reported that 15
percent of all deaths in Sul-
livan County in 2021 were
attributed to the overdose
epidemic.
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Barriger & Company, Inc.
Linda Barriger

Financial Advisor
Bridgeville Office Center
196 Bridgeville Road, Monticello, NY 12701
(845) 791-6600

www.barrigerandcompany.com

We are a full-service brokerage firm committed
to helping people pursue their financial goals. We offer a wide range
of financial services including managed accounts.

Securines and Advisory services offercd through Prospera Financlal Services, Ine. | Member FINRA/SIPC.

Russ Heyman
Managing Member/Life
and Health Agent

Medical & Dental Insurance

Group Life Insurance

Health Savings Accounts (HSAs)
Group Long Term Care Insurance
Short and Long Term Disability ™ T
Cafeteria Plans and Flexible

Spending Accounts

Pension and Retirement Programs

489 State Route 52, PO Box 57, Woodbourne, NY 12788
russ@misnerbenefits.com * (845) 436-1910 ext. 301 * (345) A

Ask us about Life Insuran

: and

Retiree Plans
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